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Introduction

Phil Jones Associates (Pa#¢ appointed by Crediton Town Council to prepadraffic and Urban
Realm Feasibility Study in Crediton Town Centre. This builds on previous traffic and streets advice

given to the Town Councilp the form of a Scoping Study.

This study seeks tdully analyse the current traffic and urban realm diions within the town
centre andmainapproach roads A futurestreet desigrvision for the High Street which is based on
clear aims and outcomewas then developed at a Stre®@EMOnstration workshop with local

stakeholders.

Through a process of stratgdesting and street engineeringthe study preserg a series of
conceptual designs for various parts of the High Street and its approattiisshese areas where
conflict is highest between motorised traffic and pedestrians and their relationship thih

surrounding urban environment.
Thesestudyareas are listed below and shown Bigurel;

1 Western gateway
9 Core retail area

1 Haywards & Church Area

i Eastern gateway

A\

Map showingd main study zones

TypicalCreditonHigh StreeStreetscenes
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1. Introduction 9

1.2 Methodology & Scope of Study 1.2.9  There areseveralitems which will fall outside thimitial scgoe of works, but these could form natural

next steps. These include;
1.2.1  The study is structured ithree parts and includes the following;

. 1 Volumetric Traffic Surveys
Part 1 Analysis _ _ _
1 Detailed traffic modelling
1.2.2 Part 1presensthe problemsand issuesdentified through a series of sitgsits discussion wittkey 1 Road Safety Audit
stakeholders and a review of available data, such as traffic volumes, speeds and accident records. 1 Accessibility Audit
Further datahas also beerollected on parking loading operationspedestrianmovement and _ _
. i DCC Maintenance Audit
vehicle delay
9 Topographic Survey

1.2.3  Given the size of the study aregeneral datehas been collectetbr each of the 5 identified zones
(Figure 1) However, as the core retail area (Area 2) is likely to be a focus of any initial work, a full
audit of the whole urban realmhas beenundertaken. This includea CAD based audit of
carriggeway treatment, junction control, lane allocation, kerbside space, footway condition and
building frontage type. lalsonotes principle street furniture. The outcomesare presentedin a
series of schematic diagrams, CAD drawings, tables, picturegsraht presentedvithin Chapter
2 of this study.

1 Detailed Design / DCC Section 278 Approval

1.2.10 Itisanticipated that as opportunities for funding are identified then furthmore detailed work is
undertaken on the various design projecits wholeor part.

Part 2 Vision & Options

1.2.4  Part 2includesdetails ofa stakeholder workshop, whiskasconducted in a Street DEMOnstration*
style, involving a site walkabout, presentation, issues discussion and design @mrksks an
outcome, the project aimwere debated and agreed, and a series of early deisigasdeveloped.

[Nb * Street DEMOnstration is a collaboration between PJA and Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation (SW
Branch) and seeks ghowcase good practice in street design through stakeholder workghops.

Part 3 Conceptual Design

1.2.5 This stage invohethe development of a series of design studies for all areas within the study
boundary. Given the likely need for phased delivery, the meseare developed to allow
independent and phased deliveoyer time The design8lustrate the traffic engineering and urban
realm detail andaretested using relevant guidance and design standards.

1.2.6  Thedesignlayouts are vehicle swept path tested tensure the safe operation for various vehicles,
especiallylarger vehicles where appropriate. Where junction control is changed or altered, then
preliminarylocal junctionmodelshavebeenrun, to assess thaitial traffic capacity implications.

1.2.7 Engineeing viabilityis an important consideration and theonceptdesign layows are based on
known utility constraints, gained through a utility search of kngwoviders and througliurther
site inspections.

1.2.8  The preliminary design for the central area and wider schematic Wwaskeen costed by a Quantity
Surveyor to ensure that an accurate cost pladegeloped.and any cost risks are identified.
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2 Understanding & Analysis 2.2 General Observations
21 General Context 2.2.1  Crediton is a very historic linear market town on an important route between Exeter and Barnstaple,
designated as an-Road (A377)The High Stredtamed by a fine mixture of buildings provides the
2.1.1  The impact of traffic on market town communities, esjadlg close to the edge of major areas of natural focus for the town centre and should be seen agaificant town asset. The High Street is
population like Exeter, is the main source of concern for many Town Councils across the country. of generous width (circa 16m building to buildjrandlined with some attractive Georgian and
The slow loss of pedestrian space, and the consequent effect on pedestrian and informal activity Victorian architecture.
and movement withirtowns has ongoing implications for the economic and social viability of those
communities. Without functional streets, people tend to retreat indoors and turn away from streets 2-2-2  The High Street is veistoric and has always formed an importalibear L)t NI 2 ¥ s 4 K'S
and public spaces. This in turn reduces the distinctive qualities of placgeasd of community on structure. Thisis evidentfrom historic mappingf Crediton in 1888 and 1937, showing how the
which long term investment and confidence in Devon town communities depends. High Street formed a backbone to the market town. It also shows the important gateways at St
Lawrence Green and the East Street / Holly Cross Church\Afittathe advent of the car, the 1937
2.1.2  This is especially relevant for the historic town of Creditbocated on the important A377 traffic plans show the classification of the High Street as an A Road and its relationship with more minor
route and providing one of the few roads between Extélel Yy R b2 NI K 5502y 3 GKS ljdzofgd (& 2F GKS (2¢6yQa
architecture and streets are being increasingly affected by traffic presstine. town has a solid, if
fragile, local economy dependent to a large degree on the industrial estate, historic industries, its ML
rural farming communities and out commuting to Exeter and other larger settlements. The :
proximity of the industrial estate and local industry contributes to the higher volumes of HGVs, and
the town also lies on several commuter routes to Exeter and the MBoédh the County recently
opened the Crediton Link Road serving the industrial estate, the route has not significantly changed
traffic patterns on the main High Street, althoughsihaduced traffic on the East Street gyratory and
Mill Street, towards thesouth east of the town centre. ZZRON
2.1.3  The future success of Crediton partly depends on its unique qualities and urban fabric. However, =1} //7—;,4\/—7 N
Crediton continues to experience housing growth and other edge of settlement land uses. In this b g /g;w,, Sk
context, the Town Council hasrsgbly embarked on the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan to / ‘?\. m_ ;
guide and influence its future over the plan period. Extensive local discussions have confirmed traffic ™, :
as a key issue.
Historic Imagsof Crediton(High Street Left, $iawrenceGreenright)
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2. Understanding & Analysis 9

2.2.3 Overtime, increases in traffic volumes, of speeds, and in the size and weight of gomtssvedive 2.2.10 Flash flooding is an increasing problem in rural Devon. In recent years the intensity of rain storms
badly eroded the intrinsic qualities of Crediton High Street. Some highway measures, installed in seems to have increased leading to localisedding events on some streets becoming a peesist
response, have further undermined its character and public spaces. One success is Town Square, problem, at often unpredictable locations.
located north of the High Street and is a greatrapte of transformative placemaking in action.

2.3 Stakeholders Meetings

2.2.4  Traffic speeds are particularly problematic on the approaches to the High Street. These lack clear
points of entry or transition between the higher speed town approach highways, and the lower Crediton Town Council
speed context offte town centre. This is especially evident on the approach from the west near QE 2.3.1  Asprincipalclient andpromotor of the study, Crediton Town Council have key objectives which they
Upper School andasterngateway at Haywards. As a result, the pedestrian environment leading to wish the study teaddress. Fstly, they are concered that gradualgrowth in traffic overtime has
the town centre is surprisingly poor, reducing the willingness of residemisvésitors to walk or created problems which are not being dealt wit} the normalpublic sector bodieand problems
cycle to local destinations or their ability to cross the road safely. are beingfurther aggravated byoth planned(Local Planandunplanned development growth

2.3.2 Secondly, they wish the studip further develop some of the principleddentified in the
Neighbourhood PlanThesedeasare promotedby the local communitynd include calmingaffic
and making Crediton a mokealkableand cyce friendlytown.

2.3.3 Scheme dliveryalso fornsa key patof the TownCouncithinking and they wish the study to ensure
that the strategy can be delivered phasesas opportunities arise As part of ongoing initiatives
including the Neighbourhoot f 'y | YR W{ dzAGF Ayl 6fS / NBRAG2YQ
strategy for improving walking and cycliagross the whole town.

Typical High Street Scargcurrent 2.3.4  Keyidentified projects are illustrateédnd tabulatedbelow.

2.2.5 There is a reasonable quantity of short term-stneet parking and loading in the core High Street
area. This isnportant for encouraging local trade. There are severastet car parks, but at some
distance from the centre and a steep walk in places. 1 Tin PoLane 1 Threshers west end

2 High St to SSW car park 2 A377 south side between Broad Close and St Bonife

2.2.6  The poor pedestrian environment and unsatisfactory-sifeet parking locations diminishes the if:i';torg EZﬁﬁggichiﬂJRh\fivg?k/R Creedy (footpath :‘31 2’22g;eﬁitllv‘gséijied\e/vtgts"vgf;sg"O”isons and Mole A
value of such pding. Pedestrian crossings are limited, poorly located and do not coincide with 5 Hawkins Way, dropped kerb at PO site 5 Exeter Road to Joseph Locke Way at Boniface vets
pedestrian desire lines. g?‘f\ IEcr)i':/Eafﬁe'A\t\gz]rzgiivg;e(C;eopen space) ?ouﬁjg;oz?um side between St Bonface vets and 1

2.2.7 There is currently no significant cycle infrastructure in the town centre such as cycle lanes or
advanced stop line facilitiest traffic lights Cyte parkingprovision is limited in Creditowith just 1 QE Drive tdhreshers 1¢ Pedlerspool- Stonewall Lane/Oldiverton Road

. . . . . L. 2 Four Mills Lanénorth end)Exeter Road 2 - Pedlerspoot Longbarn Lane/Poundsill
the occasional Sheffield stand facillpcatedalong the High Streeind in the Town SquareThis is 3 Station Cross 3 Cromwells Meadow all use path into footpath 2
a concern previously raised by the Sustainable Crediton Group. 4 Jockey Hi!l at Five Ways_Cross 4 Well Parks¢ alluse leisure path via Commonmar
5 Commercial Road/Hawkins Way Lane

2.2.8  Air quality is a present and onggirconcern and higher levelswéhiclebasedpollution have led to
the whole town being designated as an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA).

2.2.9 The High Street has a broad mix of public realm materials which have been installed over many
decades. However,few of the highway, pavement or street furniture features help enhance the
historic High Street character. Although there are some green spaces on entry to the town near QE
Upper and Haywards Schools, the main part of the town centre has a very harddpadagith little
green landscape apparent, except occasional glimpses of the rolling hills of Mid Devon.

Crediton Town Council 4 Crediton Traffic & Urban Realm Feasibility Study

FINAL DRAFT

















































































